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UNIT 3 COURIER 

Fostering Community Spirit Through Positive Communication 

Volume 25, Issue 11, November 2020,  

Mainlands of Tamarac by the Gulf 
  Facebook : Mainlands Unit 3 Neighbors,   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/175604639674083/ 

Mainlands Website www.themainlands.com  

Editor, Peter Cunningham, 727-592-9715 or hgcpbc@gmail.com 

Mainlands Cable TV info channel 732 (w/HD cable box) or 98.1 (w/o box) 

Temporary Location for Official Notices:   

Until access to the Clubhouse is allowed by the County, Official Notices will be posted in a 

locked, weather proof bulletin board located just to the right of the front doors to the club-

house. When things return to normal, event posters will be displayed there as well.  

 

FIFTY 
1970—2020 

Mainlands UNIT III 

years of community living, sharing,  

caring, and fellowshipping  

with 353 neighbors. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS - Frank (Skip) George, 
President 

A note from your President: 

This abbreviated Courier is to inform 
the Unit 3 membership of upcoming 
items to be considered at the next 
BOD (Board of Directors) meeting. 

These projects have been researched and re-
viewed by the BOD in the interest of benefiting Unit 
3 with much needed structural and aesthetic up-
dates that will provide quality of life improvements 
as well as structurally sound safety upgrades; all in 
compliance with the current building codes. These 
projects can be accomplished with no increase in 
maintenance fees.  

At the Annual Homeowners meeting it was sug-
gested that we communicate better.  The following 
information is my attempt to fulfill that request. If 
you have any questions, please contact me at   
727-510-2894 or ss485@tampabay.rr.com  and I 
will attempt to answer you to the best of my ability.  

============================= 

MAINTENANCE ITEMS UNDER  
CONSIDERATION BY THE BOD 

Parking Lot sealing and striping. Joe Polkowski
(our Property Manager) and I walked the parking 
lots and inspected the paving. It was determined 
that the lots need to be sealed to keep water from 
seeping into the base surface and causing damage 
that will make the paving deteriorate faster. Sealing 
prevents this from happening and extends the life 

of the surface. 

Clubhouse Roof. The clubhouse roof is showing 
its age and needs replacement. We already had a 
major roof leak over the storage area behind the 
kitchen. We had minimal damage even though a lot 
of water was coming in through the roof. Had this 
leak happened over our kitchen or electronics area 
the damage could have been extensive. The new 
roof will have a 30-year warranty. The medical 
shed roof is included. 

Clubhouse Painting. The clubhouse needs paint-
ing, along with the medical shed, shuffleboard stor-
age shed, and all the curbing. 

Clubhouse Smoke Detector and Pool Pit high 
water alarm system. Install an alarm panel to 
monitor the smoke detectors in the clubhouse and 
the high-water sensor in the pool pit. The system 
will notify the Fire Department in case of fire, and 
the Management Office in case of high water, in 
the pool pit. 

Pool Refinishing and Coping. Modify the existing 
contract to include replacing the coping when the 
pool is resurfaced. Both Units  2 & 5 have had to 
replace some or all of their coping due to age. Our 
pool is about 50-years of age. By pre-ordering the 
coping now we can save time that the pool is 
closed due to waiting on materials. 

Clubhouse Porch upgrade. The rear porch wall 
needs to be brought up to code to make the club-
house more energy efficient, structurally sound, 
and a safer place for the membership to use. In 
case you do not know, the rear porch was initially a 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/175604639674083/
http://www.themainlands.com
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screened in room that was enclosed at some time 
in the past. The current building code would never 
allow this type of rear wall. We will do another 
membership vote requesting permission to reduce 
the glass area to a more practical design of impact 
windows instead of single, non-impact glass panes. 
The windows will allow for cross ventilation in the 
event we need it. In the library the windows will be 
above the bookshelves to allow light in and the of-
fice will have the same high windows on the back 
side to allow for more useable wall space. The main 
area of the back wall will have windows that will 
provide a view of the pool area and be of the same 
style as the front windows. It has been suggested 
that we also have double doors to the pool are as 
well. Whereas we cool the clubhouse almost year-
round the increased insulation value of the new wall 
and windows will save on cooling costs. While we 
replace the porch wall, we will have the floor lev-
eled. Currently the floor slopes down from the main 
room to the rear wall and is on the same level as 
the pool deck. During wind driven rain, water is 
seeping under the wall and deteriorating the ce-
ment that holds down the floor tiles and has caused 
some of them to come loose. The leveling will raise 
the floor level about 2” at the back wall. The wood 
strip that divides the main room and the porch will 
be removed, thus removing a tripping hazard. The 
new leveled floor will be a tile floor that matches the 
main floor as close as possible. 

Pool Deck. We are planning to have maintenance 
free pavers installed on the pool deck. They never 
need resealing which will save thousands of dollars 
every 3-5 years. They simply wash off with a hose. 
The existing deck material will be ground level be-
fore the pavers are installed to insure a level sur-
face. A deck drain system will be installed between 
the pool and the clubhouse to ensure that no storm 
water can enter the clubhouse or the pool. The pav-
ers will give the pool area a modern look as well as 
years of maintenance free service.  

Pool Fence. We are planning to replace the exist-
ing fence with a professionally installed, white vinyl, 
open style, fence closely resembling the current 
fence. The new fence will be installed at the edge of 
the pool deck and properly secured with poured 
concrete.  

The fence gates will be solid style with locks that 

only require a key (the same as the clubhouse key)
to enter the pool area; exiting the pool area will not 
require a key. 

Clubhouse Chairs. The clubhouse chairs are 19 
years old and are showing their age. Repairs on 
them have been  exhausted.  It is time to replace 
them with comfortable, well-built chairs. What must 
be voted on is the color of the chairs to be pur-
chased. The BOD  would like to change the color to 
blue.  (A history note: In the beginning, Mainlands 
units were assigned different colors to be used on a 
bumper sticker with the letter “M” to identify which 
unit the car occupant lived in.  Unit 3 was assigned 
blue).   

We will also ask for the membership’s preference 
of either fabric or vinyl material for the chairs. I’d 
like to note here that vinyl is about 62% more ex-
pensive than fabric.  We can order a few extra 
seats to replace soiled seats if needed.  When the 
result of the vote is known we will order 160 chairs 
to replace the existing chairs. We will attempt to sell 
the old chairs as unit 2 did earlier this year. 

Common Property.  Our only common property is 
the clubhouse, pool, and rec area. Keeping it 
properly maintained and updated is of the utmost 
importance and increases our home values and the 
desirability of living in unit 3. An increase in the 
pride and pleasure of those using the facilities is an 
important part of the maintenance being consid-
ered.  The clubhouse and pool projects can be 
done during the same time to reduce total time the 
clubhouse and pool are closed.  

The 9 items listed above will be paid for from 3 ac-
counts; Clubhouse/Rec area, Pool Refinishing, and 
Deferred Maintenance with zero impact on future 
HOA dues, except for some savings that we may 
expect from cooling and insurance costs. The funds 
for these projects are in accounts that we all have 
paid into for this very purpose. Now is the time to 
get these projects done while there are no sched-
uled activities planned for the clubhouse. When we 
are able to resume having activities again, they will 
be in a more comfortable and safer clubhouse.  

The board is working hard to keep our facilities 
properly safe and maintained, which is our respon-
sibility to the membership.  

Some Canadians are back:  14 Canadian geese were spotted on the golf course  Friday morning.  

Hope the rest of our Canadian friends will soon be following. (Skip George) 
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BOARD of DIRECTOR MEMBER’S TITLES AND ASSIGNMENTS (clip & save) (11/13/2020) 

Note that responsibilities presently assigned may change when voted at the next BOD meeting. 

Director Name Title  Telephone Responsibility 

Frank (Skip) George President 727-510-2894  Roofs 

Sharon Smith Vice President/Secretary 727-289-4677  Unit 3 Records/Interviews 

Robert Helmick Treasurer 727-420-1711 Treasurer 

Lloyd Urquhart Director 727 488-5721  Lawns 

Janet Troutman Director 317-847-0457 Pool 

Bill Linet Director 727-346-5466 Alterations 

Ron Kimball Director 727-310-5559 Painting 

The Annual Meeting Minutes have been posted on the Mainlands website. You can access the doc-
ument at  https://themainlands.com/unit-3/unit-3-minutes 

They are also posted in the locked cabinet in the Conference Room in the clubhouse where they 
have always been posted and where they will remain until the 2021 Annual Meeting. 

A note from our Property Manager, Joe Polkowski: 

There is a misunderstanding going around that when the lakes get full, all we have to do is open a 

weir gate and they will drain. This is not correct. The way the lake system works is when the lakes 

reach a certain level they will drain on their own. The weir gates are used for draining in preparation 

for incoming heavy storms or hurricanes. If we open the gates during a heavy rain, then we risk the 

chance of flooding Mainlands; because if the ditch that we drain into is higher than our lake level, then 

the water in the ditch will flow towards us. Rest assured that we drain the lakes as low as possible 

when we have incoming heavy rains. 

I would also like to add that I have been getting reports of coyotes back in the area. So, please make 
sure you use caution when outside especially if you are walking with a small dog. Another report that 
has come into the office is that people in backpacks are walking around the community late at night 
checking to see if car doors are unlocked. Remember to keep your cars and homes locked at all 
times. If you see anything or anyone suspicious, then call the police immediately. 

IMPORTANT EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS:   

If You See Unusual Or Suspicious Activity Call:   

Extreme Emergency: 911    

Non Emergency: PP Police at  

727 369-7864 and  727 369-5773  

Our Community Safety Officer James Gatti: 727 244-1715  

https://themainlands.com/unit-3/unit-3-minutes
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WOMEN’S CLUB    Fran George, President 

We are on a pause.  When we do get to meet, an election will have to take place for a new board. If  
you would like to be a board member, please contact me at 727 560-8652 or email at  

fgeorge1@tampabay.rr.com .  There will be no dues collected this year. Each year we make a dona-
tion to a charity.  The board wants to keep this going by donating to the food bank. Be Safe. 

SOCIAL CLUB  Dale Krumreich, President 

Well, we survived the election and the tropical storm recently. If we can just get over this Covid thing, 
I’m sure we  will all feel much better. At our last board meeting we decided to not sponsor any activi-
ties until further notice. The only thing we did was have the food truck. The owner said he made mon-
ey so it must’ve been a success. Maybe we will do another one in November or December. Looking 
forward, I have to say, things do not look promising for any sponsored activities. My understanding is 
that if individual groups want to get together and they signed the clubhouse waiver, that it is up to 
them. Karaoke has had a couple of activities at the pool. This has been a very trying year for all of us.  

MEN’S CLUB  Jim Craig,  President 

Along with the other clubs and most everyone else, the Men's Club has been on hold through this 
pandemic. We are all looking forward to being able to return to a more normal agenda and continue 
life as we knew it. But, until it is safe we cannot. Although things are looking up for a vaccine, the 
numbers are still terrible and will keep us on high alert. 

Until things get better and safe to continue, we will remain dormant. Hope to see you soon. 

WAKEUP CALL: HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE COVERAGE 

We were blessed this summer that we only had “near-misses” from the many hurricanes that passed us by.  

But it prompted a few homeowner’s to ask about the kind of insurance coverage we must have on our home. 

In your blue Unit 3 Handbook, that should be in your home and is on our website, on Page 10 there is a 

statement about insurance: 

“6. Homeowners’ Insurance  

Refer to the Declaration of Condominium, Page 10) regarding insurance and reconstruction.  If you have 

questions about the type of policy you need, please contact your insurance company and be sure to inform 

them that your home is a “single family” residence, not a “connected” or “stacked” condominium. The Dec-

laration of Condominium on Page 10 states that homeowners must have insurance in place to reconstruct 

the home or repair damage to the home. The insurance should be Policy Form HO3 which covers the struc-

ture of the home. If you have questions about the type of policy you have, please contact your insurance 

company.” 

COVID-19: In case you.ve not already heard, wear a mask, keep your distance, and wash your hands.  I cannot 

tell you how many times I have been in Publix, Sam’s or Costco, to mention a few places, that people wear their 

masks below their nose, below their chin, or not at all. AARG!!  Wearing a mask over your nose and mouth not 

only protects you from others, but others from you. Being Asymptomatic means that you can be harboring the vi-

rus, yet not exhibiting any symptoms. In this case, you can be a spreader of the virus and the mask will help pre-

vent the spread. Speak to anyone who has had the virus or has lost someone to it, and they will tell you “COVID-

19 is not a hoax.” We live in a 55+ community where many of the residents are over 80+ and have underlying 

medical conditions. I urge everyone to be cautious, wear your masks when you answer your door, carry one when 

you are out on the street and wear it if you run into a friend. We need to take this seriously as it is still a significant 

hazard. Bill Linet 

mailto:fgeorge1@tampabay.rr.com

